Public Disapproval                        [1808

Apparently, too, he was as good as his word, for a day or
two later his mother writes:

Thank God, I have seen dear Arthur in good looks and health, and
am more delighted than I can express at his conduct and high spirit in
leaving those persons to their own intentions who have so basely injured
him, and thwarted all his glorious enterprises for the welfare of his
country. I trust they will ere long be confounded and punished as they
deserve, for the disgrace they have brought upon dear old England.1

In spite, however, of the brave face Arthur showed before
the world, there were moments, especially at first, when he
must have felt acutely the injustice of his situation; and
someone who saw him at Plymouth on landing found him
" low and nervous ".2

But he soon righted himself, and his great mind soaring
above the attacks of little men, he took refuge in a dignified
silence. " I have not read one word that has been written
on either side/* he told the Duke of Richmond, " and I have
refused to publish, and don't mean to authorize the publication
of a single line in my defence." 8

The storm of public animosity hissed and bubbled around
Arthur's devoted head, and the opposition, in the seventh
heaven, jibbered with ecstasy. " I grieve for the opportunity
that has been lost of acquiring national glory," Creevey *

1 British Museum Add. MS. 33416, folio 100,

2 Leveson Gower, Vol. /, jp. 339.

8 Supp. Despatches, Vol. VI, p. i5i.

* Creevey, Thomas, 1768-1838. Secretary to Board of Control in
"All the Talents Ministry ", 1806-7, one of the barking dogs of die
Whig party. Rather an amazing person, since, without birth or fortune
or any of die apparent qualifications necessary to effect an entry into the
society of that period, he was yet welcomed in the most exclusive circles*.
His ability as a raconteur of scandal may have had a great deal to do Wttfc
his social success, but there was probably something better than tihtfe, or"
he would not have had so many friends. In spite of iis
Wfaigtsm, he was in the end honest enough publicly to <
concerning Arthur Wellesley, and from having consistently
became eventually one of his ardent admirers.

